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	Enquiry Question  

What makes me who I am?

	Overview
This half term is all about the children settling into their new school setting. We share books about school and friendships and take time to really get to know what the children’s passions and interests are. The children will investigate what it means to be them and what makes them different from and the similar to their friends and community. We will explore the Creation story and explore the wonderful things God has created in and around our school. We will share the gifts that God has give us.

	
	Previous Learning/Coverage
	Key Vocabulary

	Key Skills: What will the children have achieved by the end of Autumn 1?
Understand routines and expectations of the setting.
Be confident to speak to adults in school.
Form positive relationships and play with others.
Children can talk about who is in my family.
Recognise Set 1 RWI letter sounds. 
Engage in story times and build understanding of key texts.
Explore patterns in their immediate and natural environment.
Manage own hygiene.
Name and describe people in their families. 
Draw my self-portrait with increasing details.
	We recognise that children come to our setting from various starting points and having had various experiences. We will use the term to observe, interact and build relationships with children. Liaising with previous settings and parents to gain a rounded view of the child’s previous experiences. 
Reception baseline assessment and school assessments to be conducted on the children’s entry into Reception. 
	School, classroom, friends, routine, autumn, family, special, changes. 
Name some body parts.
Senses: hear, touch, smell, taste, sight
Feelings: happy, sad, excited, worried, shy, angry, frustrated.
Owl, owlet, nest, nocturnal, 




	Core texts:  
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	Nursery Rhymes
Dingle Dangle Scarecrow 
5 little peas 
1,2 buckle my shoe. 
1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive  






	Poems 
I like  
The Leaf’s Lament – Andrew Fusek-Peters 


	Communication and Language
	Personal, Social and Emotional 
	Physical Development

	Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.   
Engage in story times in small and large groups.
Listen and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.  
Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 
Develop social phrases
Describe events that have happened to them. e.g. what they did at the weekend, what their likes and dislikes are, their thoughts and ideas about various topics.
Ask questions to find out more. 
Follow one-step instructions and beginning to follow two-step instructions.
Understand and can respond appropriately to a variety e.g. Why…? Do you think…? What…?
Talk about their likes and dislikes.
Talk about what they can see, hear, feel, touch and smell.
	New routines.
Develop an awareness of and follow new routines. 
Learn and follow school rule. 
Understand the importance of boundaries in a new setting.
Building constructive and respectful relationship with adults and children. 
Make new friends in class.
Share and take turns with support, or with systems in place, e.g. sand timers. 
Play with others in a small group, sharing ideas and extending play. 
Take part in an adult led practical challenges (in small groups). 
Identify a wide range of emotions experienced by themselves and beginning to recognise these in others. E.g. The story, The Colour Monster. 
Express my feelings and give simple reasons about why I feel that way. 
Confident in selecting from a wide range of activities and resources, usually independently.  
Willing to try new challenges.  
Say ‘please’, ‘thank you’ and ‘excuse me’ at appropriate times. 
Manages own hygiene independently e.g. goes to the toilet and washes their hands thoroughly. 
	Holding a pencil effectively 
Catch larger items from further away. 
Throws large balls, frisbees, quoits.  
Develop a sense of spatial awareness and safety when moving.  
Hop with increasing confidence, including bunny hops.
Dress self independently. 
Express likes and dislikes for food. 
Begin to understand that some foods are less healthy than others. 
Increase competence in using small tools. 
Use modified tripod grip.  
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PE sessions: Dance till you drop

	Literacy
	Mathematics
	Understanding the World

	Concepts of print.
Talking about favourite characters.
Using pictures to talk about books shared.
Learn and use new vocabulary in book talk. 
Hear initial letter sounds.
Ask questions about the book. 
Make comments and share own ideas. 
Develop play around favourite stories using props, e.g. Owl Babies.
Ordering the letters in my name and name writing.
Writes their name independently. 
Begin to write lower case letters correctly.
Write initial sounds that they can hear in words. 
Assign meaning to my writing. 
Spell words by identifying the sounds.
Begin to write simple words.
	Reception Maths (NCETM) Autumn 1
Focus Areas:
· Counting and recognising numbers to 5
· Subitising small amounts (seeing how many without counting)
· Comparing groups using more, fewer, same
· Exploring how numbers are made up
· Copying and creating simple repeating patterns
· Recognising common 2D shapes (circle, triangle)
· Comparing size, weight and capacity through play
	Explore who am I? 
Naming and describing people in our families.
Know the name of the city the school is located in.  
Recognise and name parts of the body.
Explore using their five senses. 
Observe their own features using a mirror. 
Know how to keep their bodies healthy, e.g. eating, healthy food, exercising, screen-time, etc.
Explore the school grounds, look at features of our school environment and seasonal changes in Autumn. 
Children will explore natural autumnal resources in Tuff Tray, asking questions. 
Learn about Owls and nocturnal animals. What are baby owls called? Are owls’ nocturnal animals?


	Expressive Arts & Design
	Religious Education

	Learning to sing, or sing along with, nursery rhymes and action songs. 
Explore musical instruments and the sounds they make.
Music: Charanga
· Listening and responding to different styles of music, listening to, learning to sing or sing along with nursery rhymes and action songs.
· Copy-clap the rhythm of names.
· Explore high sounds and low sounds using voices and glockenspiels.   
Explore the primary colours and know how they can be mixed to create new colours.
Show different emotions in their drawings and painting like happiness, sadness, fear etc… Link to The Colour Monster. 
Print and create representations using a variety of materials, including hands, feet and fingers.
Children, with support, can use scissors, tape dispenser, stapler, glue stick, etc.
Play and experiment with, and using, a variety of materials and fabric. E.g. Owl babies stick puppets, nests for the owl babies. 
Look closely at the world through real experiences, objects, and artefacts.
Create self-portraits increasing complexity and detail. 
Know that the artist Walissy Kandinsky used shapes in his artwork and recreate a piece of artwork in the style.
Begin to develop storylines to in their pretend play. 
Children can print using hands, feet and fingers.  
	Branch 1: Creation and Covenant (Discerning Disciples) 
Children explore the Creation story, recognising that God made the world and everything in it because He loves us. They learn about belonging to God's family through Baptism, develop an understanding of stewardship, and recognise that every person is unique, special, and loved by God.  
Branch 2: Prophecy and Promise (Discerning Disciples) 
Children explore the Annunciation, Advent, the Nativity, and the celebration of Christmas around the world. They learn about Mary’s trust in God, the themes of hope, peace, joy and love, and how Jesus’ birth inspires Christians to serve and care for others.  

	
	TenTen: Life to the full

	
	Begins Autumn term 2.

	
	Key Experiences to be planned for:

	
	Explore our school environment and autumnal walk.
Link with a prayer buddy (Year Six)
Taste new fruits or vegetables. 
Present to my peers about something that interests me. 
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